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⚔️Gideon has too many men📯
Judges 7
 Remember last week’s lesson?
In our last class, we introduced a new judge. Do you remember his name? Correct, Gideon. We learned that when God chose him to deliver Israel from the Midianites he doubted. He asked God for two signs, remember? 

Today, we will continue to learn the second part of this story. Gideon will now gather an army to battle against the Midianites. Do you think the Israelites will win?

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (link takes you to choreography)⚔️ A HUGE ENEMY
The Midianites and their allies gathered together to fight against Israel. And this was not a small army. The Bible describes them this way:
Judges 7:12 NLT
“The Midianites, Amalekites, and the people of the east had settled in the valley like a swarm of locusts. Their camels were like grains of sand on the seashore—too many to count!”
🗣️Ask: “Could you count every grain of sand?”
NO! That’s how the Bible describes this army. There were so many of them they couldn’t be counted!
But Gideon wasn’t alone anymore. Men from Israel had come to fight with him. Gideon now had an army of 32,000 MEN! That’s a lot of soldiers! Maybe Gideon looked around and thought: “Okay… maybe we can do this.” But then God said something Gideon probably wasn’t expecting.
Judges 7:2NLT
“The LORD said to Gideon, ‘You have too many warriors with you.’”
Wait, TOO MANY?!
🗣️Ask: If you were about to fight a HUGE army, would you normally want more soldiers or fewer soldiers?
👉 MORE!
But God said:“You have too many.” Why? God actually tells us. Listen carefully:
Judges 7:2 NLT
“If I let all of you fight the Midianites, the Israelites will boast to me that they saved themselves by their own strength.”
That was the problem. God knew Israel’s heart. If 32,000 Israelites went into battle and won, they might come home saying: “Look what WE did! Look how strong WE are!” But who was actually rescuing Israel? GOD! And God was going to make sure there was no confusion about that. So He started making Gideon’s army SMALLER.
God told Gideon:
Judges 7:3 NLT
“Therefore, tell the people, ‘Whoever is timid or afraid may leave this mountain and go home.’”
So Gideon told the soldiers: “If you’re afraid, you may go home.” And 22,000 MEN LEFT!
(🌟 TEACHER NOTE: Write 32,000 on the board. Then dramatically cross it out. Underneath write 10,000)
🗣️Ask: “How many soldiers does Gideon have left?”
10,000! Okay, 10,000 is still a lot. Surely God would say, “Perfect! Let’s go!” But God looked at those 10,000 men and said: “There are still too many!”GOD CHOOSES 300
God told Gideon to take the remaining men down to a stream to drink water. God was going to separate them there. The soldiers went down to drink. Some of the men knelt down to drink the water. Others brought the water to their mouths with their hands. And God told Gideon to keep the soldiers that brought the water to their mouths. When it was finished, Gideon looked around at the army he had left.
(🌟 TEACHER NOTE: Cross out 10,000 and write 300 underneath as large as possible.)
🗣️Ask: “Did Gideon’s army get stronger or weaker?” WEAKER!
Why would God make Gideon’s army so small? Because God didn’t want Israel to think they had saved themselves. God was going to give Israel a victory that only He could receive the glory for.
Interactive Activity: (here) Materials will be provided. All you need to do is cut out the images and have the kids sort them out. Instructions are in the document. 
A STRANGE BATTLE PLAN
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]That night, God encouraged Gideon again. Gideon overheard men in the Midianite camp talking about a dream that convinced them God was going to give Gideon the victory.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]When Gideon heard this, he worshiped God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]Then Gideon returned to his 300 men and said:
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]“Get up! For the LORD has given you victory over the Midianite hordes!” — Judges 7:15
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]Gideon divided the 300 men into three groups. And instead of giving them powerful weapons, each man received: 📯 A TRUMPET, 🏺 A CLAY JAR, and 🔥 A TORCH
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]The torches were hidden inside the jars. At night, the 300 men quietly surrounded the Midianite camp. Gideon told them to do what he did. Then Gideon gave the signal.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]📯 THEY BLEW THEIR TRUMPETS! 🏺 THEY SMASHED THEIR JARS! 🔥THEY HELD UP THEIR TORCHES!
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]And everyone shouted: “A SWORD FOR THE LORD AND FOR GIDEON!”
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]The Midianites woke up surrounded by noise, shouting, trumpets, and fire! They panicked, some started fighting among themselves, and eventually they all ran away.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vv0mighvorei]Pay attention to what the Bible says happened next:
Judges 7:22NLT
“When the 300 Israelites blew their rams’ horns, the LORD caused the warriors in the camp to fight against each other with their swords.”
[bookmark: _heading=h.ayg31cgphlu]🎙️ Ask: Who caused the Midianite army to be defeated? THE LORD!
[bookmark: _heading=h.bqeci8z7q79f]God gave them the victory. Remember why God reduced the army? He didn’t want Israel saying they had saved themselves. God wanted them to know that He saved them.✝️ JESUS CONNECTION
[bookmark: _heading=h.mz7aji8f3op0]Just like Israel couldn’t rescue themselves from the Midianites,  we cannot rescue ourselves from our greatest problem either: SIN.
[bookmark: _heading=h.mz7aji8f3op0]We cannot be good enough or obey enough to save ourselves. That’s why God sent Jesus. Jesus lived the perfect life we could not live, died for sinners, and rose again.
Ephesians 2:8-9 NLT
“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.”
[bookmark: _heading=h.mz7aji8f3op0]Just like Israel couldn’t say “We saved ourselves!” Christians cannot say: “I saved myself!” God is the One who saves, so God gets the glory. Final activities:
· Prayer Time: God, thank You for showing us that You are powerful and that You are the One who saves. Forgive us when we trust in ourselves instead of You. Thank You for sending Jesus to rescue us from sin when we could not rescue ourselves. Help us trust You and give You all the glory. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
· “Craft: 
· Memory Verse: ““The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many warriors with you. If I let all of you fight the Midianites, the Israelites will boast to me that they saved themselves by their own strength.” ‭‭Judges‬ ‭7‬:‭2‬ ‭NLT‬‬
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