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🧑‍⚖️Gideon Doudts🧑‍⚖️
Judges 6
 Remember last week’s lesson?
Do you remember the name of the Judge we learned about? Yes! Deborah. Israel had turned away from God again, and God allowed King Jabin and Sisera to oppress them. Even though they had 900 chariots, God gave them the victory! Sisera was defeated by a woman! Do you remember her name? Yes! Jael.
Today,we are going to see how God is patient and faithful even when we are afraid.
🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (link takes you to choreography)
The Israelites had turned away from God again. This time, God allowed a group of people called the Midianites to oppress Israel for seven years. And life became very difficult.
Every time the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites would come into the land. They brought their animals and destroyed Israel’s crops. They took their sheep, goats, cattle, and donkeys. They left Israel with almost nothing to eat!
Judges 6:6 NLT
“So Israel was reduced to starvation by the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help.”
And God was going to rescue them again. But first, God sent a prophet to remind Israel why this was happening.
God reminded them: “I rescued you from Egypt, “I delivered you from slavery, I gave you this land, I told you not to worship the gods of these nations, but you have not listened to me.”
Israel’s biggest problem wasn’t actually the Midianites. Their biggest problem was their sin against God. But even though Israel had been unfaithful God was going to show them mercy again.
And this time, God chose a man named GIDEON!When we first meet Gideon, he’s hiding! Gideon was threshing wheat inside a winepress. He was hiding the wheat from the Midianites. Then the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon and said:
Judges 6:12 NLT
“Mighty hero, the LORD is with you!”
🗣️Ask: Does Gideon look like a mighty hero right now?
Absolutely not, remember he is hiding.  But God knew what He was going to accomplish through Gideon. Gideon couldn’t believe God had chosen him to deliver the Israelites from the Midianites.
Judges 6:15 NLT
“But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am the least in my entire family!”
Gideon looked at himself and thought: “I can’t do this!” And you know what? He was right! But listen to God’s answer.
Judges 6:16 NLT
“The LORD said to him, “I will be with you.”

That is why Gideon would be able to defeat the Midianites, because God would be with him.
🗿 GIDEON HAS TO OBEY
But before Gideon fought the Midianites, God gave him another job. Remember, Israel’s biggest problem wasn’t simply the Midianites. Their biggest problem was that they had turned away from God. Gideon’s own family had an altar to the false god Baal. God told Gideon to tear it down.
Judges 6:27 NLT
“So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD had commanded. But he did it at night because he was afraid…”
Notice something important. Gideon was afraid. Didn’t God call him a mighty warrior just a couple of verses ago? When you think of a “might hero”, do you think of someone that is afraid?
What we need to understand is that Gideon and all of these judges that we are learning about, they are not people without flaws, they are people like you and me, ordinary. But, God uses ordinary people to do great things. 
So Gideon still obeyed, but with fear. Let’s see if after this he starts trusting God.🐑 GIDEON IS STILL AFRAID
Later, God commanded Gideon to gather an Israelite army to stand against the Midianites. But, Gideon wanted reassurance that God really would be with him. So Gideon asked God for a sign. He took a piece of sheep’s wool called a fleece. Gideon put the fleece on the ground and asked God:
Judges 6:36-37 NLT
“…behold, I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said.””
The next morning Gideon woke up. He picked up the fleece SOAKING WET!
Gideon squeezed it, and enough water came out to fill a bowl! But the ground around it was dry. God had done exactly what Gideon asked. Surely Gideon was ready now, right? Well, Gideon asked for another sign. This time he asked God to do the opposite.
“Let the fleece stay dry, but let the ground around it become wet with dew.”
And the next morning, The fleece was DRY and the ground was WET. God had done exactly what He said.
(🌟 TEACHER NOTE: This is important because Gideon’s fleece is sometimes taught as a method for discovering God’s will. Keep the distinction simple for the children.)
Gideon was not asking God what he should do. God had already told Gideon what to do. God had already said: “I will be with you.”
Gideon was struggling to trust what God had already told him. And God was very patient with Gideon. So this story doesn’t teach us: “Whenever you need to make a decision, ask God to give you a special sign.”
God has given us something Gideon didn’t have sitting on his bookshelf: THE BIBLE! God has given us His Word so that we can know who He is, what He has done, and how He calls His people to live. We don’t need to invent signs. We need to learn to trust what God has said.
Interactive Acitivity: Instructions here (Materials should be in the closets)

❤️ GIDEON WAS AFRAID, BUT GOD WAS FAITHFUL
Think about Gideon throughout this whole chapter. When we first meet him ➡️ He’s hiding. When God calls him ➡️He questions. When God tells him to tear down the altar ➡️He does it at night because he’s afraid. When the battle is coming ➡️He asks God for reassurance.
Gideon wasn’t some superhero who was never afraid. Gideon was weak. But Gideon’s weakness did not make God weak. God was patient with him. God kept His promise. And God told him: “I WILL BE WITH YOU.”BIG IDEA AND PERSONAL APPLICATION
Sometimes we get afraid too. Maybe you’re afraid of the dark. Maybe you’re afraid when you have to do something difficult. Maybe you’re afraid to tell the truth when you know you did something wrong. Maybe you’re afraid to obey God because someone might laugh at you. Being afraid does not mean that we should stop trusting God.
We can remember: God is stronger than the things that scare us. And because we know what God has said in His Word, we can trust Him and obey Him even when we feel afraid.
Our confidence isn’t: “I am strong enough.” Our confidence is: “GOD IS STRONG, AND I CAN TRUST HIM.” Final activities:
· Prayer Time: “God, thank You that You are strong and faithful. Thank You for being patient with us when we are afraid. Help us trust what You have said and obey You even when doing the right thing feels scary. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.”
· Craft: Gideon’s Fleece
· Memory Verse: “And the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.”” ‭‭Judges‬ ‭6‬:‭16‬ ‭ESV‬‬
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