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🧑‍⚖️Othniel and Ehud🧑‍⚖️
Judges 2:6-23
 Remember last week’s lesson?
Last week we learned that something very sad happened after Joshua and his generation died. The Israelites began to forget the Lord. We learned about the cycle that the Israelites were stuck on because they kept worshipping false gods: The Cycle of Judges! 
Ask: who remembers the 6 parts of the cycle? (🌟TEACHER NOTE: Allow students to answer, write the cycle on the board in the shape of a circle)
Israel FORGETS God ➡️Israel sins ➡️ God DISCIPLINES them ➡️Israel CRIES OUT ➡️ God sends a JUDGE ➡️ God RESCUES them.
Today we’re going to see this cycle happen TWICE! And we’re going to meet the first two judges God sent to rescue His people. Their names were Othniel and Ehud
🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (link takes you to choreography)
WHO WAS OTHNIEL?
Othniel was related to Caleb, one of the faithful spies who had trusted God many years earlier. But the most important thing about Othniel wasn’t that he came from an important family.
Look at what the Bible says:
[bookmark: _heading=h.4r4arqym9uia]Judges 3:10 NLT
“The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he became Israel’s judge.”
God empowered Othniel to lead His people. Othniel went into battle against the king who had been oppressing Israel and God gave him the victory! Afterward, Israel had peace for 40 years.
🗣️Ask: Who rescued Israel through Othniel? GOD!
🗣️Who gave Othniel the victory? GOD!
🗣️Why did God send Othniel? Because Israel cried out and God showed them mercy!🌟 TEACHER NOTE — COMPLETE THE CYCLE
Return to your Judges cycle on the board. Have the children tell you what happened:
Israel FORGOT God. ➡️Israel WORSHIPED IDOLS. ➡️They were oppressed for 8 YEARS. ➡️Israel CRIED OUT. ➡️God sent OTHNIEL. ➡️God RESCUED Israel. ➡️The land had peace for 40 YEARS.
Draw a big check mark. Then say:
“Cycle complete! Israel must’ve learned its lesson! They’ll NEVER turn away from God again… right?”
Well… Look at what happens next.
ISRAEL DOES IT AGAIN!
[bookmark: _heading=h.mwuo4wbucjca]Judges 3:12 NLT
“Once again the Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight…”
(🌟 TEACHER NOTE: Erase the check mark and draw an arrow back to the beginning of your cycle.)
Here we go again! Israel forgot God and He allowed a king named Eglon, the king of Moab, to become powerful over Israel. Eglon joined forces with other nations and defeated Israel. Then, he captured an important city.
🗣️Ask: Does anybody remember the city with the walls that God knocked down for Israel? JERICHO!
King Eglon captured Jericho. The place where Israel had once celebrated God’s incredible victory was now controlled by their enemy. And Israel served King Eglon for 18 YEARS!
Once again, Israel experienced the consequences of turning away from God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.l6dnv11gdzyp]Judges 3:15 NLT
“But when the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for help, the LORD again raised up a rescuer to save them.”
There it is again! Israel sinned. ➡️Israel suffered. ➡️Israel cried out. ➡️And God showed mercy.
This time the rescuer’s name was EHUD!GOD SENDS EHUD
The Bible tells us something very specific about Ehud. He was  left-handed.
🗣️Ask: is anyone here is left-handed? Or do you know someone who is? (Let the kids answer)
Now, why would the Bible tell us something like that? Maybe because it’s going to become very important!
Ehud was chosen to take Israel’s tribute to King Eglon. Tribute was money or valuable things that Israel was forced to give the king because he ruled over them. But Ehud had a plan. He made a short, double-edged sword and strapped it underneath his clothes on his right thigh.
Ehud told Eglon: “I have a secret message for you.”
The king wanted to hear it privately, so he sent everyone else out of the room. Now Ehud and King Eglon were alone. Ehud approached him and said:
[bookmark: _heading=h.ct4a07by2p6g]Judges 3:20 NLT
“I have a message for you from God!”

As King Eglon stood up Ehud reached with his LEFT HAND, pulled the sword from his right thigh, and struck King Eglon. Ehud then escaped, locking the doors behind him. By the time Eglon’s servants discovered what had happened Ehud was gone!

Interactive Activity: Ehud Left Handed Activity (here)
Instructions: Using the materials provided, have the kids attempt each mini game using only their left hand.


LET’S COMPLETE THE CYCLE AGAIN!
🌟 TEACHER NOTE: Return to your cycle. This time, let the children tell YOU what to write.
Israel FORGOT GOD AGAIN. ➡️ Israel SINNED. ➡️ King Eglon oppressed them for 18 YEARS. ➡️ Israel CRIED OUT TO GOD. ➡️ God sent EHUD. ➡️ God RESCUED THEM. ➡️ Israel had peace for 80 YEARS.
Then point to both completed cycles.
🗣️Ask: “What happened when Israel cried out?” GOD SENT A RESCUER!
“Did Israel deserve God’s mercy?” NO!
“Was God faithful even when Israel was unfaithful?” YES!
Othniel and Ehud were the rescuers of Israel at the time.  Just like Israel, we needed a rescue as well to rescue us from sin and death. God sent the perfect rescue Jesus Christ. He willingly came to this earth, lived the perfect life, and gave his life to die on the cross to rescue us. Othniel and Ehud were rescuers that eventually died, but Christ did not die. He resurrected on the third day, so He is our perfect and forever rescuer.
BIG TAKEAWAY FROM THE LESSON!
Israel repeatedly turned away from God, but when He rescued them, He showed that He had not forgotten His people.
Othniel and Ehud could only rescue Israel temporarily. Jesus is the perfect and final Rescuer who saves His people from sin. Final activities:
· Prayer Time: “Lord, thank you for teaching us about Othniel and Ehud. Even when Israel was unfaithful, You remained faithful. Thank you for being merciful and for hearing your people when they cried out to you. Most of all, thank you for sending us the perfect Rescuer, Jesus, who came to save His people from sin. Help us remember you, trust you, and obey your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.”
· Craft:
· Memory Verse: “But when the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for help, the LORD raised up a rescuer to save them.” Judges 3:9
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