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🧑‍⚖️Cycle of the Judges👩‍⚖️
Judges 2:6-23
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We reviewed everything we learned on how God used Joshua to lead the Israelites to the promised land.God had done incredible things for Israel. He rescued them from Egypt, provided for them in the wilderness, stopped the Jordan River,  defeated their enemies, and brought them into the land He had promised them.(🌟 TEACHER NOTE: If you still have the Joshua review poster, bring it out.)
Before Joshua died, he reminded Israel that they needed to continue following the Lord.
But today, we’re going to learn about something very sad that happened after Joshua died. A new generation grew upand they forgot the Lord.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with NEW song! (Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho. Click for choreography)
JOSHUA’S GENERATION REMEMBERED GOD
After Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land, the people continued serving God throughout Joshua’s lifetime. Why? Because they had seen what God had done!
[bookmark: _heading=h.4r4arqym9uia]Judges 2:7 NLT
“And the Israelites served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and the leaders who outlived him—those who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel.”
That generation remembered. They remembered the Jordan River, Jericho, they remembered God’s protection and provision. But eventually, Joshua and all the other leaders died. Many years passed, that generation had children, those children grew up and did not remember God’s works.A GENERATION FORGOT GOD
[bookmark: _heading=h.ueyggt85kb6h]Judges 2:10 NLT
“After that generation died, another generation grew up who did not acknowledge the LORD or remember the mighty things he had done for Israel.”
Wait. They didn’t know what God had done?!
🗣️Ask: Had God stopped being faithful? Had God stopped being God?  Had all those miracles suddenly never happened?
NO!
God had not changed. The people had forgotten.
This doesn’t simply mean someone said: “Hmm… I can’t remember who God is.”
They lived as though God and everything He had done didn’t matter anymore. And when they stopped remembering God, they also stopped obeying God.

🌟Interactive Activity
“The Missing Miracles” Interactive Activity (Materials necessary will be provided)
Each image represents one of God’s miracles that the people of Isreal had not acknowledged or remembered. Place all images on the table or wall and have the kids try and memorize them. Then tell them to close their eyes/turn around and remove 1-2 images. When they see them again, have them try and find out which one is missing based on what they remember. For the bigger kids, use more images to make it a little more challenging.
FORGETTING GOD LED TO SIN
When Israel forgot the Lord, they began worshiping the false gods of the nations around them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.qh54mitfl71h]Judges 2:11-12 NLT
“The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight and served the images of Baal. They abandoned the LORD, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt.”
Think about how terrible this was.
Ask: Who brought them out of Egypt? Who fed them in the wilderness? Who brought them across the Jordan? Who gave them the Promised Land? 
God! 
And now they were worshiping gods made by people! They exchanged the true God for idols that could not see, hear, speak, save, or do anything.
🗣️Ask: Do you remember our lesson about the golden calf?
The Israelites had done something very similar before!
[bookmark: _heading=h.rehrfezdskty]When we forget who God is and what He has done, our hearts begin looking for other things to take His place.
GOD DISCIPLINES ISRAEL
God loved His people, that is why He was not going to ignore their sin.
Israel had broken their covenant with Him and worshiped idols. So God allowed their enemies to defeat them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.n7dharlzufqh]Judges 2:15  NLT
“Every time Israel went out to battle, the LORD fought against them, causing them to be defeated, just as he had warned. And the people were in great distress.”
Israel had experienced God’s blessing when they trusted Him. Now they were experiencing the consequences of rejecting Him. Like a good father, God disciplines his children because he cares for us! 
Think about your parents, have you ever been disciplined by them? It’s not very enjoyable right? Our parents normally discipline us after we do something that we weren’t supposed to. Andc when our parents discipline us, we get to learn to not do that again! It is for our own good that God disciplines us so we can learn to obey and love Him. GOD SENDS JUDGES TO RESCUE THEM
[bookmark: _heading=h.yjfw6fojwast]Even though God disciplined Israel for worshipping other gods, He still had mercy over them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tzvtzoeobp78]Judges 2:16 NLT
“Then the LORD raised up judges to rescue the Israelites from their attackers.”
🗣️Ask: Now, when we hear the word judge, what do we normally think about?
Maybe someone sitting in a courtroom with a hammer! But the judges we’re going to learn about were different. God raised up leaders whom He used to rescue His people from their enemies.
Over the next several weeks, we’re going to meet some of them! People like: Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon and Samson.
God used these judges to rescue Israel. But there was a problem. After God rescued Israel, they would eventually forget Him again!
🌀 THE CYCLE OF JUDGES
🌟 TEACHER NOTE: Draw a large circle on the whiteboard.
As you teach each step, add an arrow so that the children can see that Israel kept repeating the same pattern.
Have the children help you come up with hand motions for each section of the cycle.
[bookmark: _heading=h.g8ybnkdzlqu8]1. ☝🏼ISRAEL IS WITH GOD: God had blessed Israel and given them the land.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hbuwaz2a575h]2. 🤔ISRAEL FORGETS GOD: They stopped remembering the Lord and what He had done.
[bookmark: _heading=h.32yczpsu6p94]3. ❌ISRAEL SINS: They worshiped idols and disobeyed God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.c9lalyqt5npq]4. 😢 GOD DISCIPLINES THEM: God allowed their enemies to defeat them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.o63z3x1geo9z]5. 🙏 ISRAEL CRIES OUT: The people became miserable and cried out for help.
[bookmark: _heading=h.z7lcg411cnsn]6. 🛡️ GOD SENDS A JUDGE: God showed mercy and sent someone to rescue them.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tsd2653jtbzl]7. 🕊️ISRAEL HAS PEACE: God rescued them from their enemies.
But eventually, THEY FORGOT GOD AGAIN! And the cycle would start again.✝️ ISRAEL NEEDED A BETTER RESCUER
Throughout the book of Judges, we’re going to see God send many rescuers. Some will do amazing things, but none of them will be perfect.
Every judge will eventually die and Israel will fall into sin again. But many years later, God sent the perfect Rescuer. JESUS! Jesus didn’t come simply to rescue God’s people from an army. Jesus came to rescue His people from sin and death.
[bookmark: _heading=h.ukopuz4hjw9o]Matthew 1:21 NLT
“And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
Jesus perfectly obeyed God. He never forgot His Father. He never worshiped idols. He never sinned. And then He died on the cross to receive the punishment sinners deserve. Three days later, He rose from the dead!
The judges could rescue Israel for a little while. But, Jesus saves forever.

BIG TAKEAWAY FROM THE LESSON!
Israel forgot God. And when they forgot God, they began turning away from Him. But even when Israel was unfaithful, God remained faithful. He disciplined His people because sin is serious, but He also showed them mercy by repeatedly sending rescuers.
So we need to: Remember what God has done, trust Him, and teach the next generation about Him.
And most importantly, remember the greatest thing God has done for us: He sent Jesus to save His people from their sins! Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank You for everything You have done. Help us not to forget You like the Israelites did. Help us remember Your Word, remember Your faithfulness, and tell others about You. Thank You that even though we are sinners, You sent the perfect Rescuer, Jesus, to save us from our sins. Help us trust You, obey You, and give You the highest place in our hearts. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.”
· Craft: The Cycle of Judges
· Memory Verse: “Then the LORD raised up judges to rescue the Israelites from their attackers.” Judges 2:16
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