[image: ]
🪎Achan’s Sin🪎
Joshua 7
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned how even godly leaders can make mistakes when they forget to ask God for wisdom. We learned the importance of stopping, praying, and obeying God!

Today, we will learn the story of a man called Achan who disobeyed God and tried to hide it. We will see the consequences it brought to him and his family.


🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with NEW song! (Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho. Click for choreography)

Remember the battle of Jericho? God commanded the Israelites to march around the city for seven days. On the seventh day, they shouted, the priests blew their trumpets, and God caused the walls of Jericho to fall!
Who remembers who gave Israel the victory?
🎙️ Ask: Was it Joshua? Was it Israel’s powerful army?
NO! God gave them the victory! But God had also given Israel very specific instructions about what they could and could not take from Jericho.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1cjl3rnrxg6p]Joshua 6:18-19 NLT
“…“Do not keep any of the devoted things, for yourselves… Everything made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the Lord and must be brought into his treasury.”
God had made His instructions very clear. The Israelites were not allowed to take these things for themselves.
But one Israelite decided that he did not have to obey His name was Achan.🌟 TEACHER NOTE: Before class, hide a small object somewhere in the classroom. Make sure the children do not see where you put it.
Tell the kids: “I hid something somewhere in this classroom. None of you know where it is… but do you think that because YOU can’t see it, it means I don’t know where it is?”
Let them answer.After defeating Jericho, Israel was ready for their next battle. The next city was called Ai. Ai was much smaller than Jericho, so the Israelite spies told Joshua:
[bookmark: _heading=h.iw9uv8hfr8ed]Joshua 7:3 NLT
“There’s no need for all of us to go up there; it won’t take more than two or three thousand men to attack Ai.”
They thought this battle was going to be EASY! After all, they had just defeated the enormous city of Jericho. So about 3,000 Israelite soldiers went to fight Ai. But something happened that they did NOT expect. Israel LOST.
The men of Ai chased the Israelites away, and 36 Israelite soldiers were killed.
🎙️ Ask: Wait a minute! What happened?! Who gave Israel victory over Jericho?
God!
So why didn’t they have victory now?Joshua was devastated. He fell down before the Lord and asked why this had happened. And God told Joshua:
[bookmark: _heading=h.eademm434pib]Joshua 7:11 NLT
“Israel has sinned and broken my covenant! They have stolen some of the things that I commanded must be set apart for me.”
Someone had taken something from Jericho that God specifically told them NOT to take. Someone thought they could hide their sin. But God knew.God told Joshua that the person who had sinned needed to be found. First, God identified the tribe. Then the clan. Then the family. Until finally, Joshua came to Achan.
Imagine how Achan must have felt. He had probably thought: “Nobody saw me. Nobody knows what I did. I hid everything really well.” But step by step, God was bringing his hidden sin into the light. Finally, Joshua looked at Achan and told him to confess what he had done.
[bookmark: _heading=h.p92pkmj75mcw]Joshua 7:20-21NLT
“It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. Among the plunder I saw a beautiful robe from Babylon, 200 silver coins, and a bar of gold weighing more than a pound. I wanted them so much that I took them. They are hidden in the ground beneath my tent, with the silver buried deeper than the rest.”
Look carefully at what happened.
Achan said:
👉 I SAW it.
👉 I WANTED it.
👉 I TOOK it.
👉 I HID it.
(Have the children repeat each phrase and motion after you)
Achan’s sin was exposed to everyone. And the consequence of his sin was that him and his family were killed. Joshua wanted everyone to know that sinning against God is not a thing to play about. Because of Achan's sin, many soldiers died in battle!
Big take away from the lesson!
Sin often starts inside our hearts. We begin wanting something more than we want to obey God.
Achan buried everything underneath his tent. Nobody could see it. Joshua didn’t know it was there. The soldiers didn’t know. Achan’s neighbors may not have known. But… GOD KNEW.
🗣️Ask: Can you hide something from your teacher? Maybe!
🗣️Can you hide something from Mom and Dad? Maybe!
🗣️Can you hide something from God? NO! God sees everything. God even knows the things happening inside our hearts that nobody else can see.


 Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for reminding us that sin is something we should take seriously and not do. Help us remember that we can’t hide anything from you. Thank you because when we make mistakes, we can approach you and ask for forgiveness. Help us stay away from sin. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: Don’t hide sin
· Memory Verse: ““Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.” ‭‭Hebrews‬ ‭4‬:‭13‬ ‭NLT‬‬
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