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😱The Gibeonites deceive Joshua😱
Joshua 9
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned how God delivered the city of Jericho to the Israelites. We will also learn the unique way God told the Israelites to bring the walls of Jericho down.

 Today we're going to see that even godly leaders can make mistakes when they forget to ask God for wisdom.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with NEW song! (Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho. Click for choreography)

🗣️ask: Have you ever made a bad decision because you were in a hurry? (🌟TEACHER NOTE: share a situation where you made a bad decision because you were hurried. Then, have one or two kids share) When we make hurried decisions it is more likely that we decide to do the wrong thing. 
🗣️Ask: What can help us make better decisions? Maybe take time to think or pray. Who should we ask for help when we have an important decision? God!
We know Joshua was a man that loved God and wanted to please him. But, sometimes godly leaders can make mistakes too just like you and me. 
The people of Gibeon heard how God had helped Israel defeat Jericho.  Instead of fighting, they decided to trick Joshua. The whole city came together and developed a plan to lie to Joshua and the Israelites to save themselves. They wore old clothes, worn-out sandals, carried dry, moldy bread, and old wineskins so Joshua would think they had traveled from far away and make a deal to not kill them.
The Gibeonites went to meet Joshua and said: 
[bookmark: _heading=h.2n1jpyen1dtn]Joshua 9:9 and 11 NLT
“… “Your servants have come from a very distant country. We have heard of the might of the Lord your God and of all he did in Egypt.”… “So our elders and all our people instructed us, ‘Take supplies for a long journey. Go meet with the people of Israel and tell them, “We are your servants; please make a treaty with us.”’

God had ordered Joshua to conquer every city in the promised land. Joshua was not meant to make a treaty with anyone that God had not commanded to. The entire land was supposed to be for the Israelites, if they make a treaty with the Gibeonites that meant that they would not be obeying God! 

🗣️Ask: What do you think Joshua did?
[bookmark: _heading=h.87ti26w7vmx]Joshua 9:14-15 NLT
“So the Israelites examined their food, but they did not consult the Lord. Then Joshua made a peace treaty with them and guaranteed their safety, and the leaders of the community ratified their agreement with a binding oath.”

🌟Interactive Activity: our eyes deceive us!
· The teachers will receive a couple of pictures with optical illusions. You will ask the students questions about the pictures and describe what they see.
· The purpose of the activity is to realize that our eyes can deceive us! We can’t always know they truth, but God always does! No one can deceive God!
· Click here  to see pictures and questions.

Joshua was deceived by his eyes. The bread and the clothes that the Gibeonites had looked old and it seemed like they were saying the truth. If you and I were there with Joshua we probably would have believed them too! Joshua’s mistake was that he believed his eyes before going and asking God for guidance. 
Joshua made a promise to protect the Gibeonites and to not harm them. Three days later, the Israelites realized that the Gibeonites were not travelers from a far away land, they lived nearby in the land God wanted to give them!
[bookmark: _heading=h.gyrr7ixxokkf]Joshua 9:22 NLT
“Joshua called together the Gibeonites and said, “Why did you lie to us? Why did you say that you live in a distant land when you live right here among us?

The Gibeonites said:

Joshua 9:24-25 NLT
 “… “We did it because we—your servants—were clearly told that the Lord your God commanded his servant Moses to give you this entire land and to destroy all the people living in it. So we feared greatly for our lives because of you. That is why we have done this. Now we are at your mercy—do to us whatever you think is right.”


God wants us to ask Him for guidance before we make decisions. He promises to give us wisdom when we seek Him!

James 1:5 NLT
 “If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking.”

Big take away from the lesson!
We need to learn to not depend only on what we see. As children of God, we need to make it a habit to always seek God before we make decisions!  Joshua forgot to seek God's guidance, but Jesus always obeyed His Father perfectly. Because of Jesus we can come to God for wisdom every day.


 Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, help us always seek you before we make decisions. Help us remember that our eyes can be deceived, but we have a God that can always guide us! Please, give us wisdom and understanding to make right choices. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: Stop and pray!
· Memory Verse: “So the Israelites examined their food, but they did not consult the Lord.” ‭‭Joshua‬ ‭9‬:‭14‬ ‭NLT‬‬
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