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🧱Jericho🧱
Joshua 2
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned how God showed the people of Israel that Joshua was the chosen one to lead them to conquer the promised land and what Joshua did to remember God’s faithfulness to them.

Today, we will learn the story his God delivered the city of Jericho to the Israelites. We will also learn the unique way God told the Israelites to bring the walls of Jericho down.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with NEW song! (Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho. Click for choreography)

Remember the city the two spies went in to investigate? It was the city of Jericho! A city famously known for it’s tall and strong walls that surrounded the entire city. 
The people of Jericho had heard about the Israelites and their God. They had heard about the amazing things God had done for them in Egypt with the 10 plagues, the parting of the Red Sea, having maña cal from the sky, and many other things. They knew God had given them over to the Israelites so they were very afraid of them. The King of Jericho had ordered for the city walls to be closed off, no one could go in or out.
🗣️Ask: If the people of Jericho were already afraid of Israel, do you think conquering Jericho would be easy?
The Israelites needed to go in to the city in order to conquer it, but the walls completely surrounded the city.
Ask: if you were Joshua, how would you try to conquer the city?
God told Joshua the following:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wotvljcrw6x3]Joshua 6:3-4 NLT
“You and your fighting men should march around the town once a day for six days. Seven priests will walk ahead of the Ark, each carrying a ram’s horn. On the seventh day you are to march around the town seven times, with the priests blowing the horns.”

What an interesting thing to do! God didn’t tell Joshua to try to bring the walls down or to climb them to enter the city. He simply ordered Joshua to march around the city for six days once and on the seventh day seven times. But, how would the walls come down?

Joshua 6:5 NLT
“When you hear the priests give one long blast on the rams’ horns, have all the people shout as loud as they can. Then the walls of the town will collapse, and the people can charge straight into the town.”

🌟Interactive Activity: Reenact the Jericho’s walls coming down.
· Teachers and students will act out walking around the city of Jericho.
· Click here for the items needed.


🗣️Ask: do you think it required faith to do what God said? Why?

Even though it could’ve sounded strange to Joshua how God wanted to bring the walls of Jericho down, Joshua obeyed the Lord! He gathered all the people of Israel and instructed them word for word what God had said. He told the people of Israel that when they marched, they could not shout, not even speak. They could not say a single word until Joshua commanded them to shout.

For six days the Israelites marched around the city once.

🗣️Ask: what do you think the people Jericho thought seeing the Israelites march around the city?

On the seventh day, they Israelites marched seven times, and when they were done, Joshua said:

Joshua 6:16-17
“… “Shout! For the Lord has given you the town! Jericho and everything in it must be completely destroyed as an offering to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and the others in her house will be spared, for she protected our spies.”

Remember Rahab? It was the prostitute that helped hide the two Israelite spies. Out of all the people of Jericho only her and her family would be saved because of her obedience.

🗣️Ask: how would the Israelites find her? Do you remember what they told her to do?

When the people of Israel started shouting and playing their horns, the walls started to shake and they all came crumbling down! When the walls were down, the Israelites could enter the city and destroyed everything inside it, just as God had commanded.

Big take away from the lesson!
God likes to work is unusual ways. Walking around a city to bring walls down is impossible for man, but not impossible for God! This story reminds us that God is all powerful and when he gives us instructions we must obey Him! 

 Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for teaching us the story of Jericho. Thank you because we get to learn these amazing stories the amazing things you did for the people of Israel. Help us obey and trust you like Joshua did.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: The Walls of Jericho
· Memory Verse: “The seventh time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on their horns, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the town!” ‭‭Joshua‬ ‭6‬:‭16‬ ‭NLT‬
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