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🌊Crossing the Jordan River🌊
Joshua 2
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned about a woman called Rahab who helped two Israelite spies to hide from the authorities of Jericho and how God blessed her for helping the Israelites.

Today, we will learn about how God showed the people of Israel that Joshua was the chosen one to lead them to conquer the promised land and what Joshua did to remember God’s faithfulness to them.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (Every Move I Make)

The Israelites had been camping outside the promised land for quite some time. They were waiting for the time when the Lord would confirm His favor over them. 
In order to enter to the promised land, the Israelites had to walk through a river called The Jordan River. During that time of year, many people who study the Bible say that the Jordan River was the width of a football field! And the river was not a peaceful river, it was a strong, wild river. If someone stepped into tic they would be dragged away immediately and their life would be in danger. 
🗣️Ask: Does this situation sound familiar? Has the Israelites ever been stopped by a body of water before?
This should remind us of when the Israelites were before the Red Sea! How did God helped the Israelites? He parted the Red Sea in two!
Now, God had displayed His power through Moses at that time. That was important because after that the people of Israel where sure that Moses was the leader God wanted for them. Now that the leadership was passed to Joshua, the people of Israel needed to be shown that he was the right leader for them. Joshua told the Israelites:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wotvljcrw6x3]Joshua 3:5
“…Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do great wonders among you.””

God spoke to Joshua and said:

Joshua 3:7-8
“The Lord told Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a great leader in the eyes of all the Israelites. They will know that I am with you, just as I was with Moses. Give this command to the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the banks of the Jordan River, take a few steps into the river and stop there.’”

🗣️Ask: do you remember what the Ark od the Covenant represented?

The Ark of the Covenant is where the presence of God rested. Only the Levites could carry it. God wanted his presence to guide them into the promised land.

🗣️Ask: What do you think will happen to the river?


Joshua 3:15-17
“… as soon as the feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark touched the water at the river’s edge, the water above that point began backing up a great distance away … And the water below that point flowed on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was dry. Then all the people crossed over near the town of Jericho. Meanwhile, the priests who were carrying the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant stood on dry ground in the middle of the riverbed as the people passed by. They waited there until the whole nation of Israel had crossed the Jordan on dry ground.”
‭‭Joshua‬ ‭3‬:‭15‬-‭17‬ ‭NLT‬‬

The river stopped flowing as soon as the Levites’ feet touched the water! God displayed His power just like he did on the Red Sea. Every single Israelites crossed safely and dry.
Joshua wanted the people of Israel to never forget God’s faithfulness and His amazing wonders. So, he commanded the 12 leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel to collect a stone from the middle of the river where the priests were standing. Joshua wanted to build a memorial out of stones.

Joshua 4:6-7
“We will use these stones to build a memorial. In the future your children will ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ Then you can tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan River stopped flowing when the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant went across.’ These stones will stand as a memorial among the people of Israel forever.””

It is important for us to learn from Joshua’s example. Our heart is sinful and we tend to forget how faithful God has been to us. Sometimes we find it easier to complain about what we don’t have instead of paying attention to everything that God has blessed us with already. 

As children of God, it is important to take time every day and meditate on the wonders God has done in our lives! How has He been faithful to you? How has God blessed you in the past? When we meditate on these things,it helps us trust that God will continue to take care of us in the present and the future!

🌟Interactive Activity: Remembering God’s Faithfulness.
· collect some stones from the outside before class. 
· Have students choose their stone and think of a time God blessed them!
· Put all the stones together in the center of the table of the floor and build a memorial!

Big take away from the lesson!
God is always faithful! He continues to do great work to take care of his people. As children of God, it is our duty to take time to meditate on how good God has been in the past to us. This helps us trust God more because we meditate on who He is. God is faithful, He loves us, we can trust Him!

 Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for teaching us the story of the Jordan River. Thank you because you take care of us. Help us meditate everyday in your goodness and help us be grateful for everything you have done for us in the past! Help us trust you to take care of us in the future.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: Crossing the Jordan River
· Memory Verse: “Then Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do great wonders among you.” ‭‭Joshua‬ ‭3‬:‭5‬ ‭NLT‬
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