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🕵🏻Rahab Helps the Spies🕵🏻
Joshua 2
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned about the next leader of Israel, Joshua! He was the right hand of Moses. He was appointed by God to lead the people of Israel to conquer the promised land.

Today, we will learn about a woman called Rahab who helps two Israelite spies to hide from the authorities of Jericho and how God blessed her for helping His people.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (Every Move I Make)

Joshua wanted to prepare to conquer the new land, so he sent two spies to scout the land. He told them to specifically look at the city of Jericho. When they arrived in the city, they met a woman who was a prostitute, her name was Rahab. She let the men stay the night at her home to hide from the soldiers of Jericho.
The King of Jericho heard that Rahab was protecting the Israelite men, so he sent orders to her. He said:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wotvljcrw6x3]Joshua 2:3
“... Bring out the men who have come into your house, for they have come here to spy out the whole land.”

At that moment, Rahab had to make a decision, should she turn in the Israelite spies over to the king? Or, should she help them hide?

🗣️Ask: What would you have done?

Rahab decided to hide the two spies and told the men the following:

Joshua 2:4-6
Yes, the men were here earlier, but I didn’t know where they were from. 5 They left the town at dusk, as the gates were about to close. I don’t know where they went. If you hurry, you can probably catch up with them.” 6 (Actually, she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them beneath bundles of flax she had laid out.)


🌟Interactive Activity: Find the spies.

🗣️Ask: Why would Rahab help the Israelite spies hide? Why wouldn’t she help her own people?

The Bible tells us that the stories of all the miracles that God did in the desert to protect and take care of Israel reached Jericho. Rahab told the spies that everyone in the city was afraid of them!

Joshua 2:9-11
“I know the Lord has given you this land,” she told them. “We are all afraid of you. Everyone in the land is living in terror. 10 For we have heard how the Lord made a dry path for you through the Red Sea when you left Egypt. … 11 No wonder our hearts have melted in fear! No one has the courage to fight after hearing such things. For the Lord your God is the supreme God of the heavens above and the earth below.

Rahab knew that the God of Israel was the only true God. If God had decided to give the Israelites the land of Jericho, they would obtain it easily! She didn’t want to fight God or his people, she wanted to find favor with them so her life and her family’s life would be saved. So, she asked the spies for a favor:

Joshua 2:12-13
“Now swear to me by the Lord that you will be kind to me and my family since I have helped you. Give me some guarantee that 13 when Jericho is conquered, you will let me live, along with my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all their families.”

The two spies were amazed by Rahab’s faith and they wanted to honor her for all the help she was to them. They agreed that when they came to take Jericho they would keep her and her family safe. Rahab took out a scarlet rope so that the spies could escape sliding down her window and outside the city.  In order to recognize her house and quickly come get her when the Israelites were ready to conquer Jericho, they told her to keep the scarlet rope there, that way, they could easily see her house from the outside of the wall and keep them safe.

The two spies then left to return to Joshua and report everything they had learned, they said to Joshua:

Joshua 2:24
“The Lord has given us the whole land,” they said, “for all the people in the land are terrified of us.”

Big take away from the lesson!
Even though Rahab was not an Israelite and she lived in a city that God would give his people, God used her to keep the spies safe. And, not only that, but God gave her an opportunity to recognize Him as the only true God and serve Him instead of her own king. God wants to reach everyone and give us an opportunity to follow Him and obey Him. Her obedience saved hers and her family’s life.


 Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for teaching us the story of Rahab. Thank you because you take care of us. Help us be humble and obedient like Rahab. Help us surrender to your perfect will every day.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: Rahab and the spies
· Memory Verse: “The Lord has given us the whole land,” they said, “for all the people in the land are terrified of us.” Joshua 2:24
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