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💪🏼Joshua Becomes the New Leader💪🏼
Joshua 1:1-9
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We reviewed everything we had learned about the life of Moses. What events happened in Moses’ life?

Today, we will learn about the next leader of Israel, Joshua! He was the right hand of Moses. He was appointed by God to lead the people of Israel to conquer the promised land.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (Ten Commandement Boggie)

After Moses’ death, Joshua was chosen by God to be the next leader of the Israelites.
🗣️Ask: Imagine you are chosen to leader a whole nation on your own, how would you feel? Would you be nervous?
Joshua could not lead the Israelites on his own, so God spoke to him the following words:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wotvljcrw6x3]Joshua 1:2-5
2 Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land I am giving them. 3 I promise you what I promised Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given you… 5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you.

God assured Joshua that the land they were about to enter would be given to them. Wherever they stood, wherever they feet touched, that land would belong to them. 

The Lord promised Joshua that he would never fail him or abandon him.

Ask: Do you think God could ever fail?

No! What an amazing assurance we have as children of God! We know that God’s will is always good, pleasing and perfect (Romans 12:2) and we know that God’s will always comes to pass. His plans never fail. So, God can never fail us because his will is always good for us, even when we go through difficult times, He is always with us to help us grow and exercise our faith. 

God wanted to encourage Joshua even more. So, he told his the following words:

Joshua 1:6-9
6 Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. 8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. 9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”


God gave Joshua two very direct instructions, let’s study them together!
1. Be Strong and Couragerous”
How many times does the Lord say that to Joshua? 3 times! When the Bible repeats something several times, it means that God really wants us to listen carefully and meditate on it.

Ask: Why do you think God wants Joshua to be strong and courageous?

God wants Joshua to remember to be strong and courageous because he was about to face many nations and tribes that would seem stronger than them. Remember when the 12 spies went to investigate the promised land? They saw giants and fortified cities! There would be times when Josua would feel intimidated or fearful. But God wanted Joshua to remember this command: BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS. How would Joshua obey this command? Remembering that God would be with him.

2. “Study this book of instruction…”
The Lord commanded Joshua to “obey all the instructions Moses gave you” and to “study the book of instructions”, God told Moses to “meditate” on His instructions “day and night”. This is important for us to understand and do too.

Ask: What do you think is our book of instruction?

THE BIBLE! The Bible is the living and breathing Word of God. It tells us all the instructions God wants us to follow and obey. Think of it like taking a test. In order to do well on the test you need to study, if you don’t study you will fail the test! Same thing in our life. We will face difficult challenges and experience different temptations in our life. The time that we invest in reading and meditating in the Word of God is preparation for those difficult moments in life. 

🌟Interactive Activity: Meditate on this Book of Instruction
Prek 3 - 2nd grade activity.
3rd - 5th grade activity.

 Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for reminding us that we are called to be strong and courageous. Thank you for giving us your Word so we can meditate on it day and night. Help us obey your Word and thank you for always being with us! In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: Be Strong and Courageous!
· Memory Verse: “This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
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