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🌾Joseph Reunites with his Family🌾
Genesis 42-45
 Remember last week’s lesson?
Do you remember last week’s lesson? We learned about how 
God used Joseph to interpret the dreams of Pharaoh and how he helped save Egypt from the 7 years of famine.

Today, we will conclude Joseph’s story. We will learn about how God reunited Joseph’s family and used him to save them! We will learn how God uses everything for our good, even the difficult trials in our lives.🎨 Materials Needed
· Printed pictures
· Activity: Find the Silver Cup
· Craft: Joseph Forgives.

During the 7 years of abundance, Joseph collected one-fifth of all the crops and put them in storehouses. Once the 7 years of famine came, Egypt was prepared to provide food for their people!

Egypt wasn’t the only place affected by this famine, Jacob’s family in Canaan was also having a hard time finding food! So, when Jacob heard that there was food in Egypt, he sent his 10 older sons to go see if they could buy food. He kept Benjamin with him because he was afraid he would lose him like he did Joseph.

When the brothers arrived to Egypt, the Bible says the following:

Genesis 42:7-8 NLT
““Joseph recognized his brothers instantly, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. “Where are you from?” he demanded. “From the land of Canaan,” they replied. “We have come to buy food.” Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they didn’t recognize him.”

🗣️Ask: how do you think Joseph felt after all this time of not seeing his brothers?

Joseph accused his brothers of being spies! The brothers tried explaining that they just wanted to buy food for their families, but Joseph wouldn’t listen. The brothers said that they were actually 12 brothers, that the youngest one stayed home and another was dead. 

Joseph wanted to test them and said that he would place one brother in prison while the others return home with food for their families and then they would need to return with their youngest brother.

The brothers looked at each other and said:

Genesis 42:21-22 NLT
“Speaking among themselves, they said, “Clearly we are being punished because of what we did to Joseph long ago. We saw his anguish when he pleaded for his life, but we wouldn’t listen. That’s why we’re in this trouble.” “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy?” Reuben asked. “But you wouldn’t listen. And now we have to answer for his blood!””

Simeon stayed behind in Egypt to wait for his brothers. When the brothers returned home, they told their father about Joseph’s request about bringing Benjamin back them to take their brother out of prison. Jacob was so distressed to hear this. He had lost Joseph, and now he was afraid of losing Simeon and Benjamin at the same time. After much discussion, Jacob agreed to let Benjamin go to Egypt.

The brothers returned to Egypt to buy food and to rescue their brother Simeon. When Joseph saw that they had their youngest brother with them, he told his servants that they would all eat together in his palace. When Joseph arrived to the palace, all his brothers bowed dow before him.

🗣️Ask: Does this remind you of a dream Joseph had a long time ago?

Joseph’s dream had become a reality! All his brothers where bowing down before him.

Joseph began asking his brother some questions:

Genesis 43-27-30 NLT
“After greeting them, he asked, “How is your father, the old man you spoke about? Is he still alive?” “Yes,” they replied. “Our father, your servant, is alive and well.” And they bowed low again. Then Joseph looked at his brother Benjamin, the son of his own mother. “Is this your youngest brother, the one you told me about?” Joseph asked. “May God be gracious to you, my son.” Then Joseph hurried from the room because he was overcome with emotion for his brother. He went into his private room, where he broke down and wept.”

Joseph couldn’t keep all his emotions any longer. Having his brothers so close and them not recognizing made him feel overwhelmed.

After the dinner, Joseph ordered his servants to place one of his silver cups in Benjamin’s bag of grain. 

🗣️Ask: why do you think Joseph asked his servants to put a silver cup into Benjamin’s bag?

He wanted to test their brothers to see if their hearts had changed. 

The brothers were already on their way home, when Joseph’s palace manager stopped them and accused them of stealing a silver cup from the palace. The brothers denied the accusations and allowed the manager to look through their bags. The manager started looking through everyone’s bag and found the silver cup in Benjamin’s bag. The brothers tore their clothes because they knew this meant Benjamin’s life was in danger.

Activity: Find the Silver Cup!
· Hide a cup somewhere in the classroom.
· The students will work together or take turns trying to find the cup.
· The teacher will say, “You are hot!” Or “You are cold!” So the student can get an idea of where the cup could be hiding.

They all returned to Joseph’s palace, and as soon as they arrived Judah exclaimed:

Genesis 44:30, 33-34 NLT
““And now, my Lord, I cannot go back to my father without the boy. Our father’s life is bound up in the boy’s life. “So please, my Lord, let me stay here as a slave instead of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. For how can I return to my father if the boy is not with me? I couldn’t bear to see the anguish this would cause my father!””

The brothers showed repentance from that they had done to him! They were willing to give their life for their youngest brother. Joseph couldn’t take it anymore.

Genesis 45:3-5, 7NLT
““I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives. God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors.”

Joseph finally understood why God allowed everything to happen. Joseph understood that it wasn’t his brothers that sent him to Egypt, it was God! God used what Joseph’s brothers meant for evil and used it for good, to save his  family from starvation.

Activity:
· Prayer Time: Dear God, thank you for teaching us the story of Joseph. Thank you because we get to learn about what forgiveness looks like and it reminds us of how you forgave us. Thank you because we know that you used everything for your good, even hard trials. In Jesus’ name, amen!
· Craft: Joseph Forgives
· “God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors.” ‭‭Genesis‬ ‭45‬:‭7‬ ‭NLT‬‬
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