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🌾Joseph Saves Egypt 🌾
Genesis 41
 Remember last week’s lesson?
Do you remember last week’s lesson? We learned about how Joseph continued using his gifts to be a leader and became the trusted helper of the jail headmaster. Also, we learned how God used Joseph to interpret the dreams of the cupbearer, who would be restored to his position, and the baker, who would be killed by Pharaoh.

Today, we will learn how God used Joseph to interpret the dreams of a very powerful man in Egypt and how he helped save Egypt from starvation.🎨 Materials Needed
· Printed pictures
· Activity: Memory showdown.
· Craft: Pharaoh’s Dreams.

Have you ever had a bad dream? Maybe even a nightmare. 

Ask: how do you feel after you wake up from your nightmare?

We could feel unsettled, maybe a little scared. This is what happened to the Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Two years after Joseph had interpreted the baker’s and the cup bearer’s dreams, Pharaoh was being tormented by two nightmares and was losing sleep because of them. None of his wise men or magicians could interpret his dream. 

The cup bearer finally remembered Joseph! The Bible says:

Genesis 41:9-13 NLT
“Finally, the king’s chief cup-bearer spoke up. “Today I have been reminded of my failure,” he told Pharaoh. “Some time ago, you were angry with the chief baker and me, and you imprisoned us in the palace of the captain of the guard. One night the chief baker and I each had a dream, and each dream had its own meaning. There was a young Hebrew man with us in the prison who was a slave of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he told us what each of our dreams meant. And everything happened just as he had predicted. I was restored to my position as cup-bearer, and the chief baker was executed and impaled on a pole.””

It took two years for the cup bearer to remember the promise he had made to Joseph. 

🗣️Ask: what do you think Joseph thought after seeing months go by and nobody was coming to get him?

Activity: 
We need to have a good memory so we don’t forget to fulfill our promises like the cup bearer. Let’s practice of memory skills:

Materials:
· 8–12 familiar objects or picture cards  (toys, Bible story images, animals, fruits, classroom items, etc.)
· A cloth or paper to cover them

Instructions:
1. Display the items clearly on the table.
2. Give the kids 30-60 seconds to observe and start memorizing what they see.
3. Cover items and have the kids either work together or individually to recall the objects. (It can be in the form of a competition or as a group effort)
4. Uncover and reveal how accurately they remembered.

After hearing this story from his cup bearer, Pharaoh immediately called for Joseph. They shaved him and changed his clothes so he could be presentable before Pharoah. 

Pharoah said to Joseph:
Genesis 41:15 NLT
““… “I had a dream last night, and no one here can tell me what it means. But I have heard that when you hear about a dream you can interpret it.””

🗣️Ask: knowing Joseph’s character, how do you think he will answer Pharaoh?

Joseph could’ve used this opportunity to give praise to himself. He could have said, “Oh yes Pharaoh, I am much more wise than your wise men.” Or, “I can interpret your dreams Pharaoh because I am the smartest person in Egypt!” Instead, let’s see what he said to Pharaoh:

Genesis 41:16 NLT
““It is beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But God can tell you what it means and set you at ease.””

Joseph understood that his gift to interpret dreams didn’t come from his own intelligence. He knew that he could interpret these dreams because God was giving him the wisdom to do so! God would tell Joseph what the dreams meant, he depended on God’s power!

Pharaoh told Joseph his two dreams:
· 1st dream: Pharaoh saw 7 healthy looking cows eating by the Nile River. Suddenly, 7 skinny and sick-looking cows came out of the water and ate whole the 7 healthy cows. But, after eating the 7 healthy cows, the skinny, sick-looking cows still looked skinny.
· 2nd dream: Pharaon saw 7 heads of grain, full and beautiful. Then, 7 shriveled heads of grain appeared and swallowed the 7 healthy grains.
Pharoah asked Joseph, “ I told the dreams to my magicians but no one can tell me what it means” (Genesis 41:24)

Joseph knew immediately what these dreams meant: 

Genesis 41:25, 28-30 NLT
““Both of Pharaoh’s dreams mean the same thing… This will happen just as I have described it, for God has revealed to Pharaoh in advance what he is about to do. The next seven years will be a period of great prosperity throughout the land of Egypt. But afterward there will be seven years of famine so great that all the prosperity will be forgotten in Egypt. Famine will destroy the land.”

Joseph advised Pharaoh to find a wise man that would help prepare Egypt for the upcoming famine. He told Pharaoh that they should prepare  storehouses where they could store leftover food during the 7 years of abundance, that way, the people of Egypt would survive the 7 years of famine.

Pharaoh was so impressed by Joseph. He said,

Genesis 41:38,40 NLT
“So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find anyone else like this man so obviously filled with the spirit of God?” You will be in charge of my court, and all my people will take orders from you. Only I, sitting on my throne, will have a rank higher than yours.””

God had taken Joseph from prison and made him the 2nd most powerful man in Egypt! What an amazing change! It shows that the power of God is beyond anything we can imagine, we just need to trust His will.

Activity:
· Prayer Time: Dear God, thank you for teaching us the story of Joseph. Help us be humble with our gifts and always give glory to you. In Jesus’ name, amen!
· Craft: Pharaoh’s Dreams
· “So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find anyone else like this man so obviously filled with the spirit of God?” ‭‭Genesis‬ ‭41‬:‭38‬ ‭NLT‬‬
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