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🪙Joseph is Sold 🪙
Genesis 37:18-36
 Remember last week’s lesson?
Do you remember last weeks lesson? Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, so he gave him a coat of many colors. His brothers hated him for that. Not o ly that, Joseph had 2 dreams about how God would exalt him over his family. Instead of being humble about it, he was prideful when he shared it with his family.

Today, we will continue with the story of Joseph and how he was sold to be a slave by his own brothers.🎨 Materials Needed
· Printed pictures
· Activity: 12 tribes of Israel Memory Game
· Craft: Joseph’s Coat Story Board

Have you ever felt jealous of someone? Jealousy is a very dangerous feeling, it is like a disease. It takes over your thoughts and your heart and it makes you want to do things you know are wrong. This is what Joseph’s brothers felt and it was poisoning their hearts.

Joseph had 11 brothers and they were jealous of him because he was their father’s favorite. Let’s take a moment to learn the names of all the sons of Jacob: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin. 

One day, Jacob told Joseph to go check on his brothers while they were taking care of the sheep. Joseph went out looking for their brothers. As he approach them, their brother’s saw him coming. They said:

Genesis 37:18-20 NLT
“… “Here comes the dreamer!” they said. “Come on, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns. We can tell our father, ‘A wild animal has eaten him.’ Then we’ll see what becomes of his dreams!”

🗣️Ask this: what do you think about Joseph’s brothers wanting him dead? 

Reuben, the oldest, heard his brother’s scheme to kill Joseph. He convinced his brothers not kill him and instead put Joseph down an empty cistern (that is where people would hold water. Reuben’s plan was to come rescue him later when his brothers were gone.

The brothers took Joseph’s beautiful coat of colors and threw him down the cistern. They sat down to eat and saw that there was a caravan of Ishmealites traders. Judah told his brothers:

‭‭Genesis‬ ‭37:26-27 NLT
“… “What will we gain by killing our brother? We’d have to cover up the crime. Instead of hurting him, let’s sell him to those Ishmaelite traders. After all, he is our brother—our own flesh and blood!” And his brothers agreed.”

🗣️Ask this: what do you think Joseph was feeling when he was hearing his brothers plotting to sell him?

Joseph’s brothers approached the traders and sold their brother for 20 pieces of silver. (That’s all he was worth to them!) The traders took him. Reuben returned and when he realized what his brothers had done, he became deeply sad. “What will I do?” He asked his brothers.
 To cover up their sin, the brothers did the following:
‭‭Genesis‬ ‭37:31-32 ‭NLT‬‬
“Then the brothers killed a young goat and dipped Joseph’s robe in its blood. They sent the beautiful robe to their father with this message: “Look at what we found. Doesn’t this robe belong to your son?””
They lied to their father! They pretended that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal on his way to look for them. Jacob was devastated. He said he would grieve until his grave.

However, Joseph was not dead. And the traders sold him to a very powerful man in Egypt called Potiphar who was a captain of the palace guard. Even in this difficult situation, God was taking care of Joseph! Even when people try to hurt sons and daughters of God, we can rest assured that God takes care of us, just like he took care of Joseph.
Activity:
· Prayer Time: Dear God, help us guard our heart from jealousy. Help us go to you when we feel jealous and surrender those feelings to you. Thank you also because you are always taking care of us. In Jesus’ name, amen!
· Activity: 12 tribes memory game:
Go over the names of Jacob’s sons: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin. 

Show them the memory game. They will place the cards facing down and they will try to find the pairs. There can be a maximum of 3 players per deck. Whoever has the most pairs wins!
· Craft: Joseph’s Coat Story Board
· “Instead of hurting him, let’s sell him to those Ishmaelite traders. After all, he is our brother—our own flesh and blood!” And his brothers agreed.” ‭‭Genesis‬ ‭37‬:‭27‬ ‭NLT‬‬
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