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🫂Jacob and Esau’s Reencounter 🫂
Genesis 32 - 33
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned the story of how Jacob fell in love with Rachel. He talked to Rachel’s father, Laban, and agreed to work 7 years for Rachel’s hand in marriage. When the 7 years passed Laban deceived Jacob and gave him Leah, the first born. Jacob then worked another 7 years to finally marry Rachel.

Today, we will learn the story of how Jacob travelled back to the land of Canaan and had to travel through the land of Edom. That meant he would need to encounter his brother Esau again.🎨 Materials Needed
· Printed pictures of the story of Jacob and Esau’s Reencounter.
· Activity: find the missing animals!
· Craft: Jacob and Esau’s Reencounter.

Jacob decided to go back to Canaan to settle with his family. As he was traveling, he realized that he would have to go through the land of Edom, where his brother Esau lived. 

🗣️Ask this: (1) Do you remember what Jacob did to Esau? (2) What thoughts do you think went through Jacob’s mind when he realized he had to travel through Edom?

Jacob knew he left his home in bad terms with his brother Esau. Remember, Esau wanted to kill Jacob for taking their father’s blessing! So, Jacob sent a message to Esau to let him know that he was coming to the land on friendly terms. This is Jacob told his messengers:

Genesis 32:4-7 NLT
““He told them, “Give this message to my master Esau: ‘Humble greetings from your servant Jacob. … I own cattle, donkeys, flocks of sheep and goats, and many servants, both men and women. I have sent these messengers to inform my Lord of my coming, hoping that you will be friendly to me.’” After delivering the message, the messengers returned to Jacob and reported, “We met your brother, Esau, and he is already on his way to meet you—with an army of 400 men!” Jacob was terrified…” 
‭‭
🗣️ Ask this: Why do you think Jacob was terrified when he heard Esau was on his way with 400 men?

Jacob feared that Esau still had a grudge against him for taking his blessing. He feared Esau was coming to kill him! So, Jacob thought of a plan to ease his brother’s anger against him.
Jacob’s plan was to send his brother presents as he was getting closer to him. So he arragened his animals and servants into groups and sent them one at a time. He sent the following:
· 200 female goats and 20 male goats
· 200 sheep and 20 rams
· 30 camels
· 40 cows and 10 bulls
· 20 female donkey and 10 male donkeys
He arranged them into groups and gave them to his servants. Jacob said:

‭‭Genesis‬ ‭32:16-18 ‭NLT‬‬
“… Go ahead of me with the animals, but keep some distance between the herds.” He gave these instructions to the men leading the first group: “When my brother, Esau, meets you, he will ask, ‘Whose servants are you? Where are you going? Who owns these animals?’ You must reply, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob, but they are a gift for his master Esau. Look, he is coming right behind us.’””

🗣️Ask this: What do you think was the purpose of sending gifts to Esau before meeting him?

Yes! Jacob probably wanted to soften Esau’s heart and get on his good side. Do you think it worked? This is what he Bible says: 

‭‭Genesis‬ ‭33:3-4 ‭NLT‬‬
“… Jacob went on ahead. As he approached his brother, he bowed to the ground seven times before him. Then Esau ran to meet him and embraced him, threw his arms around his neck, and kissed him. And they both wept.”
We are seeing the power of forgiveness! Esau and Jacob decided to put the past aside and find restoration with each other. Jacob’s gifts probably helped, but as soon as Esau got to Jacob he insisted to not take the gift! He wanted to return everything back to Jacob! The Bible says that Esau insisted a lot, he didn’t want to take his brothers prossesions, but Jacob said:
‭‭Genesis‬ ‭33:10-11 ‭NLT‬‬
“But Jacob insisted, “No, if I have found favor with you, please accept this gift from me. And what a relief to see your friendly smile. It is like seeing the face of God! Please take this gift I have brought you, for God has been very gracious to me. I have more than enough.” And because Jacob insisted, Esau finally accepted the gift.”
Jacob’s actions showed a desire to restore what was broken. There was no longer hate between these brothers, there was love.
 Activity:
· Prayer Time: God, thank you for showing us how Jacob and Esau forgave each other. Help us always remember how much you have forgiven us. Help us be grateful and show forgiveness to others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
· Activity: Find the missing animals!
Instructions: cut out the animals provided by the coordinator. The teacher will hide the animals around the classroom. Each student will be given a check list when they find the animals. Whoever finds all the animals first wins!
· Craft: Jacob and Esau’s Reencounter
· “But Jacob insisted, “No, if I have found favor with you, please accept this gift from me. And what a relief to see your friendly smile. It is like seeing the face of God!” ‭‭Genesis‬ ‭33‬:‭10‬ ‭NLT‬‬
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