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🥘Esau and Jacob 🥘
Genesis 25 & 27
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned the story of how God provided a wife for Isaac. Abraham sent his servant to find a wife for his son in his hometown, the servant prayed that the one that was meant to marry Isaac would give him and his 10 camels water to drink. The Lord brought Rebekah, who had a beautiful heart of service, and she did as the servant had prayed! So Isaac and Rebekah got married.

Today, we will learn the story of Isaac and Rebekah’s twin sons, Esau and Jacob. We will learn how the choices we make can have big consequences for us and others.
🎨 Materials Needed
· Printed pictures of the story of Esau and Jacob
· Activity: Jacob’s stew.

Isaac and Rebekah also struggled to have children. Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife and the Lord allowed for Rebekah to become pregnant with twins! In her womb, she felt her babies fighting in her womb. The Lord said to Rebekah:

Genesis 25:23
“The sons in your womb will become two nations. From the very beginning, the two nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the other; and your older son will serve your younger son.”

When Rebekah gave birth, the first born came out with hair all over! Rebekah named him Esau. Then, she saw that the second child came out holding Esau’s heel! Rebekah named the second one Jacob.

As the boys grew older, their rivalry also increased. Esau because a man that loved to hunt and be in the wilderness. Jacob preferred to stay at home and help out Rebekah. Isaac preferred Esau because he enjoyed the game he would bring home, but Rebekah preferred Jacob.

One day, Esau came home from hunting and he was starving! When we came home, he saw that Jacob had prepared a warm stew. Esau said to Jacob:

‭‭Genesis‬ ‭25:30-33 ‭NLT‬‬
“I’m starved! Give me some of that red stew!” …  “All right,” Jacob replied, “but trade me your rights as the firstborn son.”
 “Look, I’m dying of starvation!” said Esau. “What good is my birthright to me now?” But Jacob said, “First you must swear that your birthright is mine.” So Esau swore an oath, thereby selling all his rights as the firstborn to his brother, Jacob
🗣️Ask: Do you know what the first born birthright means?
In the old testament, the firstborn received a special blessing from the father before he died. The second born did not receive such a privilege. But now, Esau has sold his birthright for a bowl of stew!
🗣️Ask: Do you think Esau will regret his decision?The time came for Isaac to bless his firstborn because he was getting really old and blind. Isaac asked Esau to go hunt and prepare his favorite meal with what he caught so that he could bless him. Rebekah heard this and as soon as Esau left, she told Jacob to get two goats so she could prepare the meal and Jacob would go and take the place of his brother.
Jacob was afraid his father would know that he wasn’t Esau. So he put on Esau's clothes to smell like him and he put on animal hair on his body so his arms and hands felt like Esau’s.
Isaac was suspicious at the beginning but then he asked:
Genesis 27:26-27
“Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come a little closer and kiss me, my son.” So Jacob went over and kissed him. And when Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he was finally convinced, and he blessed his son. He said, “Ah! The smell of my son is like the smell of the outdoors, which the LORD has blessed!

Isaac blessed Jacob and gave him the birthright. Right after, Esau arrived and he took another meal to his father, but it was too late. Isaac had blessed Jacob and Esau lost his birthright.
🗣️Ask: What do you will happen to Esau’s and Jacob’s relationship?
Jacob had to leave his home because Esau was furious! They because angry at each other for a long time, and Jacob had to leave everything he knew just to survive.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pmm5mhsofl9z] Activity:
· Prayer Time: Lord, help us not make decisions out of desperation, but give us wisdom and understanding to come to you before any decision we make. Help us always consider you. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
· Jacob’s stew activity.
· “But Jacob said, “First you must swear that your birthright is mine.” So Esau swore an oath, thereby selling all his rights as the firstborn to his brother, Jacob.” ‭‭Genesis‬ ‭25:33
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