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God Calls Abram
Genesis 12-17
[bookmark: _heading=h.8athlntnevt]Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned the story of the Tower of Babel. People decided to come together and build a huge tower to give tribute to their pride and bring glory to their name instead of giving glory to God. So, God gave them different languages to confuse them and allow people to spread all over the world.
Today, we will learn the story of how God called a man called Abram, the covenant God made with him, and the new name Abram received.
🎨 Materials Needed
· Printed pictures of the story of Abram
· Activity: God changes Abram’s name.

God chose a man called Abram to be the father of a great nation. The Lord called Abram and said:

‭‭Genesis‬ ‭12:1- 3‬ ‭NLT‬‬
“The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.”

👉Do this: Show a picture 1.

What an incredible promise! God is promising that out of Abram, there would come a great nation! There was only one issue though, Abram didn’t have any children. The Bible says that his wife Sarai was unable to have children.
🗣️Ask: What do you think Abram thought when he received this promise but be didn’t have any children?
It would probably be a little hard to believe, but Abram had faith and believed God!

Some time passed, and Abram still didn’t have any children. So, he started to struggle with his faith. God had come to him and again told him that he would protect him and prosper him. But, Abram replied:

Genesis 15:2
But Abram replied, “O Sovereign LORD, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son?

👉Do this: Show a picture 2.

🗣️Ask: What do you think this statement reveals about how Abram is feeling?

Abram was struggling to believe and he opened up to the Lord about his doubts. Let’s see what God responded:

Genesis 15:5
Then the LORD took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!”

God encouraged Abram by reminding Him of this great promise he had made him before. Have you ever seen the stars in the night sky? There are millions of stars! God was promising Abram millions of descendants! When we are struggling to trust God, He wants us to approach Him and open our hearts to Him. Through His Word, the Bible, God can help us strengthen our faith and encourage us, just like he encouraged Abram.

What comes next is the most beautiful part of the story:

Genesis 15:  , Genesis 17:5
“And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted him as righteous because of his faith.” … “What’s more, I am changing your name. It will no longer be Abram. Instead, you will be called Abraham, for you will be the father of many nations.”

Now Abram will be known as Abraham. And Abraham’s faith was counted as righteousness! 
🗣️Ask: Do you know that righteousness means?
To be righteous is to be a person that is in right standing with God. To be acceptable before Him. We live in the time after Jesus’ death and resurrection and we know that we are made right with God because of what Jesus did on the cross for us, so how was Abram made righteous if he lived way before Jesus? His faith! He believed God just as we believe that Jesus came to pay the price for our sins. Salvation was always about faith, never about the things we do to be made right. 
Also, this great nation that God promised Abram was not only a family by blood, it was a family by faith! You and I are descendants of Abraham because we also believed in God’s faithfulness through Jesus Christ.  This is why Abraham is known as the father of faith!
👉Do this: Show a picture 3.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pmm5mhsofl9z] Activity:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for calling Abraham to serve you and to be the father of a reat nation. Thank you because through faith we have also become part of your family. Help us run to you when our faith is weak, and help us go to your Word to be encouraged. In Jesus name, Amen!
· Abraham’s Activity
· Memory Verse: “What’s more, I am changing your name. It will no longer be Abram. Instead, you will be called Abraham,[a] for you will be the father of many nations.” ‭‭Genesis‬ ‭17:5
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