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The First Brothers
Genesis 4:1-9
[bookmark: _heading=h.8athlntnevt]Remember last week’s lesson?
Adam and Eve were taken out of the Garden of Eden because they decided to disobey God’s command to not eat from the Tree of Knowledge. We learned that when God gives us a command, it is important  for us to obey. 
Today, we will learn the story of the first two brothers, Cain and Abel. We will understand that God is pleased when we bring Him worship with the right heart and attitude. We should always present our best to God.
🎨 Materials Needed
· Printed pictures of Cain, Abel, Cain’s offering, and Abel’s offering.
· Coloring page of Cain and Abel.

After leaving the Garden, Adam and Eve had two sons. The oldest was Cain and the youngest was Abel. As they grew older they chose different jobs. Cain chose to work and plant crops, food to sustain them.

👉Do this: Show a picture of Cain.
🗣️Ask: What do you notice about Cain? What do you think the tools in his hands are for?
Abel chose to be a shepherd, to tend to the sheep for their wool. 

👉Do: Show picture of Abel.
🗣️Ask: What do you notice about Abel? Do you see any differences in the face expressions of Cain and Abel?

As the time of harvest came, Cain and Abel decided to present a gift to the Lord as an act of worship. This is what the Bible says:

Genesis 4:3-4
 “When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the Lord. Abel also brought a gift—the best portions of the firstborn lambs from his flock. 

The Bible says that Cain brought some of his crops. That doesn’t  sound bad right? But listen closely, Abel brought the best portions of the firstborn lambs. That means he gave God the best of the best! He didn’t hold back. Abel’s heart wanted to honor God completely.
👉Do: show the pictures of options Cain would probably choose from to bring an offering to God.
🗣️Ask: if it wasn’t in Cain’s heart to bring the best for God, which of these offerings do you think he brought
👉Do: present the pictures of the three lambs.
🗣️Ask: If the Bible is clear that Abel brought the best of the best, which lamb do you think he brought to offer God? Which offering do you think pleased God the most? Why?
Genesis 4:4-7
“The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, but he did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked dejected. “Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its master.””
God accepted Abel’s offering because he presented the best to the Lord. He chose the best lamb to present to God. But God rejected Cain’s offering because Cain didn’t give with love or faith. Instead of repenting, Cain became angry. That anger showed what was already hiding in his heart.
Ask: How can you present your best to God? Think about your time, do you spend time with God every day?
Genesis 4:8-9
“One day Cain suggested to his brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him. Afterward the Lord asked Cain, “Where is your brother? Where is Abel?” “I don’t know,” Cain responded. “Am I my brother’s guardian?” But the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground!”
Cain did not obey! He allowed sin to grow anger and bitterness in his heart. This drew him to kill his own brother. How devastating! We need to learn from this story. Sin is a dangerous thing that can control us and take us to do terrible things. 
Main ideas:
· The Lord is interested in our heart. When we present something to the Lord, it’s important that we present our best as an act of worship to God!
· Sin is a dangerous thing, we need to ask God to help us combat anger and bitterness.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pmm5mhsofl9z]Closing Activity:
· Coloring Time: color Cain and Abel’s picture.
· Memory Verse: “Abel also brought a gift—the best portions of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The Lord accepted Abel and his gift,” ‭‭Genesis‬ ‭4‬:‭4‬ ‭NLT‬‬
· Prayer Time: Have each child think about ways that they can present their best to God. Help them think about how to present the best in their time and their best attitude when coming to church. Pray  that God will help us present our best to Him and help us combat sin.
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