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🪎The Golden Calf🪎
Exodus 32
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned about the 10 commandments. How God gave the people of Israel very specific instructions about how to honor Him.

Today, we will learn about how the people of Israel were unfaithful to God and created an idol to worship while Moses was receiving the 10 commandments.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (Speakers will be provided, practice steps before!) After the song, review the 10 commandments. You can use the template from last week.
____________________________________________________________________________________
🌟TEACHER NOTE: You will be provided aluminun foil. Give a sheet of foil to each student. Tell them to create a bracelet or a necklace with it. They will wear it for a part of the lesson.

God had asked Moses to go up Mount Sinai so that He could give him the 10 commandments. This took days and the people of Israel feared that Moses was dead. So they started thinking of a plan. They approached Aaron, Moses' brother, because he was left in charge while Moses was gone. They said to him:

Exodus 32:1
“Come on,” they said, “make us some gods who can lead us. We don’t know what happened to this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the land of Egypt.” 

🗣️Ask: What do you think Aaron should tell the Israelites when they asked him to make an idol for them?

Aaron was afraid of what the people would do to him if he said no, so he agreed to make the Israelites an idol. He needed materials to build the idol, so Aaron told the people of Israel:

Exodus 32:2
So Aaron said, “Take the gold rings from the ears of your wives and sons and daughters, and bring them to me.” 

Remember our jewelry? Take off your jewelry and give it to me. The Israelites used their gold jewelry and gave it to Aaron so that he would create an idol for them. Not only did Aaron create a false idol, he created an altar for the people to offer sacrifices to it. 

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Use the aluminum foil to build a cow like statue.

The Lord hates when we worship false idols. There is a verse in the Bible that explains why:

Psalm 115:5-7 (NLT): "They have mouths but cannot speak, and eyes but cannot see. They have ears but cannot hear, and noses but cannot smell. They have hands but cannot feel, and feet but cannot walk, and throats but cannot make a sound". 

These idols are just statues. They have no power! People create them. God hates when we give worship to things that don;t deserve glory. God has always existed, no one created Him. He is all powerful, he sees us, He hears when we pray to Him and He speaks to us. He deserves all our praise.

Did you know that people still worship idols today? Look at these pictures! Some are statues like the one created by Aaron. But there are other idols that are not, like money and fame. These are also idols because people dedicate all their lives just to make more money and become famous instead of glorifying God.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Show the false idols images to the kids. Talk about why they are false idols.

While Moses was up on the mountain writing down all the commandments God was tell him, God said:

Exodus 32:7-8
“Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom you brought from the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. How quickly they have turned away from the way I commanded them to live! They have melted down gold and made a calf, and they have bowed down and sacrificed to it. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” 

🗣️Ask: Did the golden calf bring Israel out of Egypt?

NO! It was God, but they were giving credit to this statue created by Aaron. 

When Moses saw what  the people of Israel were doing, he got so angry that he threw the 10 commandments on the floor and broke them. He went down the mountain and destroyed the idol. He melted the gold and made it dust. Then, he threw the dust into the water and forced all the Israelites to drink it.

🗣️Ask: How do you think the water tasted?

Terrible! The metal in the water made the water bitter. And not only that, but that day 3,000 Israelites died because they did not repent from worshipping the idol. Those who chose to repent and turn away from idol worship were saved.

Big take away from the lesson!
The Lord hates when we worship worthless things. Whether it be idols or things, like money and fame. We need to be careful to give God the highest place of honor in our lives, because He deserves it! He created us. But also remember, that He came to save us from our sin! Jesus came to pay the price of our sin by dying on the cross. Also, He defeated death by resurrecting. God deserved all our worship, no one else.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pmm5mhsofl9z] Activity:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for teaching us the story of the golden calf. Help us not worship worthless idols. We want to worship only you, the living God. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: The Golden Calf.
· Memory Verse: When they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf and the dancing, and he burned with anger. He threw the stone tablets to the ground, smashing them at the foot of the mountain. Exodus 32:19
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