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🙏🏼Moses Calls for Obedience🙏🏼
Deuteronomy 28
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned about how Moses commanded 12 leaders of the tribes of Israel to spy on the promised land. 10 of them doubted God, and only 2 of them trusted the Lord, Caleb and Joshua. Because the people of Israel doubted, their generation would not enter the promised land, Only Caleb and Joshua would be able to enter.

Today, we will see Moses’ last words and instructions to the new generation of Israelites that would enter the promised land before he dies.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (New song! “Every Move I Make”)

The Israelites wandered the wilderness for 40 years because of their disobedience. The generation that did not believe God died and a new generation rose up to take the promised land.
🗣️Ask: Can you imagine wandering the wilderness for 40 years? How old would you be 40 years from now?
After the 40 years had passed, Moses knew it was his time to die as well. So, he chose a new leader for the Israelites. Joshua, one of the two spies that came back with a good report from the promised land, was chosen by God to lead the Israelites in the promised land.
Moses wanted to say some last words of advice to his people. He wanted to remind them the importance of obeying the Lord at all times. Moses started stating the blessings that come with obedience:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wotvljcrw6x3]Deuteronomy 28:2-6
2 You will experience all these blessings if you obey the Lord your God: 3 Your towns and your fields will be blessed. 4 Your children and your crops will be blessed. The offspring of your herds and flocks will be blessed. 5 Your fruit baskets and breadboards will be blessed. 6 Wherever you go and whatever you do, you will be blessed.

Moses wants the Israelites to hear the blessings that come with obedience. It is important to understand that if we obey God we are not “gaining” his love or “gaining” blessings. 
Think about your parents for a moment. Have you ever obeyed your parents by cleaning your room, helping with chores, or doing something kind without being asked? Sometimes parents reward their children with something special, like a favorite snack, extra playtime, or a fun surprise.
Did your parents reward you because they finally decided to love you? No! They already loved you. They gave you something good because they love you and were pleased with your obedience. In a similar way, God already loves His people. We do not obey so that God will love us. We obey because we love Him. When we walk in obedience, we often get to experience the blessings that come from following God’s good ways.
When Moses was done sharing the blessings that come with obedience, he continued by sharing the curses that come when we disobey. He said

Deuteronomy 28: 15 - 19
15 “But if you refuse to listen to the Lord your God and do not obey all the commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come and overwhelm you: 16 Your towns and your fields will be cursed. 17 Your fruit baskets and breadboards will be cursed. 18 Your children and your crops will be cursed. The offspring of your herds and flocks will be cursed. 19 Wherever you go and whatever you do, you will be cursed.

Obedience to God is how we can show the Lord that we love Him. Let’s think of our parents for a moment. Let’s pretend that they ask you to clean the dishes, it doesn’t matter when you do it, it just needs to be done that day. So you decide that you are going to do it later, you go about your day, maybe go play outside or watch some TV. Your mom comes in and tells you, “Remember about the dishes!” You say that you'll get it done later and continue doing your own thing. Night time comes, it is time to go to bed and you remember, you didn’t do the dishes! You sneak to the kitchen and see your mom doing them. You disobeyed, you didn’t do what you were asked. 

🗣️Ask: Do you think your mom is pleased with you? Do you think you have lost your mother’s love at that moment? Do you think your disobedience will have consequences?
Of course your mom still loves you! Nothing changed that. But your disobedience damaged your relationship at that moment and brought consequences. The same is true with God. God does not stop loving His children when they sin. But He is not pleased when we disobey Him. Because He loves us, He corrects us and teaches us to walk in His ways.

🌟Interactive Activity: Obedience or Disobedience?
Have the children stand up.
Tell them you will read different situations. If the situation shows obedience, they should raise both hands and shout, “OBEY!” If the situation shows disobedience, they should cross their arms and shout, “NO WAY!”
Examples:
• Your mom asks you to pick up your toys and you do it right away.
 • You lie about breaking something.
 • You help your little brother when he falls down.
 • You refuse to share with a friend.
 • You tell the truth even when it gets you in trouble.
 • You disobey your teacher’s instructions.
After each answer, briefly discuss why it was obedience or disobedience.


Big take away from the lesson!
God tells us in his word very clearly what path leads to blessings, He sets it in front of us! If we obey and trust Him of course we will find blessings! However, if after the Lord clearly tells us how to live a life with blessings and we choose to follow our own way, we will surely miss out on blessings and suffer the consequences of our sin.

 Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, help us obey you! Help us remember what we have learned in the life of Moses and help us trust you. Give us the power, through your Holy Spirit, to obey and to what you say with joy. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: Blessing of Obedience
· Memory Verse: “You will experience all these blessings if you obey the Lord your God.” Deuteronomy 28:2
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