🕵🏻12 spies enter the promise land🕵🏻
Numbers 13-14
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned about how God commanded Moses to do something, but he disobeyed! Moses' disobedience had severe consequences that impacted his ability to enter the promised land.

Today, we will learn about how Moses commanded 12 Israelites to spy on the promise land. 10 of them doubted God, and only 2 of them trusted the Lord.

🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (New song! “Every Move I Make”)

Have you ever felt afraid? Maybe you were trying something for the first time, like a rollercoaster or trying out a new sport. (🌟TEACHER NOTE: give an example of when you felt afraid once) Can anyone share of a time they felt scared? (🌟Give time for one or two students to share.)
The Israelites arrived to the edge of the promise land, so God said to Moses:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wotvljcrw6x3]Numbers 13:2
““Send out men to explore the land of Canaan, the land I am giving to the Israelites. Send one leader from each of the twelve ancestral tribes.”

Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He selected 12 leaders from the 12 tribes of Israel.
[image: ]

Moses gave them a list of specific things they needed to report back to him. They needed to report (1) If the people in the land were strong or weak, (2) if the land was good of bad, (3) are their cities protected by walls or are they unprotected, (4) Is the soil good for planting crops, and (5) they needed to bring back fruits to see.

Interactive Activity:
🌟 TEACHER NOTE:  We will play a game called, “Reporting what you saw”. Click in the link to read the instrusctions.

The 12 men entered the land and explored it for 40 days. When they returned they showed everyone the fruits they found. They brought a cluster of grapes that was so big they needed two people to carry it. They also found abundant and delicious pomegranates and figs! It was clear that the land was good and it was prosperous. However, 10 of the spies also reported the following:

Numbers 13:28 NLT
“... the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and fortified. We even saw giants there…!”

10 spies started reporting back in fear everything that they saw. They are saying that the people that live in the promised land were too powerful, strong, and that next to them they looked like grasshoppers! They started spreading their bad report to the people of Israel and filling their hearts with fear.

However, 2 of the spies that went to scout the land disagreed. Their names were Caleb and Joshua. They said:

Numbers 13:30 and 14:7-9
“Let’s go at once to take the land,” he said. “We can certainly conquer it!” …“The land we traveled through and explored is a wonderful land! And if the Lord is pleased with us, he will bring us safely into that land and give it to us. It is a rich land flowing with milk and honey. Do not rebel against the Lord, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land. They are only helpless prey to us! They have no protection, but the Lord is with us! Don’t be afraid of them!”

Caleb and Joshua understood that if God was telling them to conquer this land, it was because he would be with them. The people living in the land should be scared of them, not the other way around. They had the one true God on their side! However, the people of Israel did not listen to them and rebelled against God because they chose to not trust God and be afraid.

Therefore, God declared that the entire current generation of Israelites would not enter the promised land because they did not believe in Him. Their children would be the ones to take the land. But, Caleb and Joshua would be the only ones from that generation to enter the promised land because they trusted God. 


Big take away from the lesson!
The people of Israel that chose to rebel missed out on a huge blessing! They would never get to enjoy the promised land because of their lack of faith. We need to be like Caleb and Joshua, courageous and obedient to the Lord. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.pmm5mhsofl9z] Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, help us protect our hearts from fear. Help us be courageous to do what you have called us to do, even if it is scary at times. Help us not miss out on the blessing you have for us because of our rebellion. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: 12 Spies in the Promised Land
· Memory Verse: But Caleb tried to quiet the people as they stood before Moses. “Let’s go at once to take the land,” he said. “We can certainly conquer it!” Numbers 13:30
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