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🪨Moses Strikes the Rock🪨
Numbers 20:1-13
 Remember last week’s lesson?
We learned about the  tithes and offerings given at the tabernacle. We will also learn the responsibility we have as believers to obey God’s command of tithes and offerings.


🌟TEACHER NOTE: Go over the parts of the Tabernacle, what is a tithe and an offering.

Today, we will learn about how God commanded Moses to do something, but he disobeyed! Moses' disobedience had severe consequences that impacted his ability to enter the promised land.
🌟TEACHER NOTE: Begin with song! (Speakers will be provided, practice steps before!)

Think of a time that your parents asked you to do something, it can be that they asked you to  clean your room, or maybe help out with the dishes, or maybe take care of your pets. I’m sure there were times where you obeyed them. When you obey your parents, how do your parents react? Most likely they were pleased with you! 
Let me ask you, has there ever been a time where you disobeyed your parents? Have you ever done the opposite of what they asked you to do? How did your parents react? Did you experience any consequences? (🌟TEACHER NOTE: give space for students to share their experiences)
Something similar happened to Moses. God asked him to do something a certain way, but he decided to disobey God and do it his own way. Let’s see how it all started.
Remember that the people of Israel were delivered from Egypt by God and Moses was guiding them through the wilderness to arrive at a promised land God had for them. However, because of Israel’s disobedience, the Lord had them wander for 40 years in the wilderness. They arrived to a place were there was no water, let’s see what the Word of God says:
[bookmark: _heading=h.wotvljcrw6x3]Numbers 20:2-5
“There was no water for the people to drink at that place, so they rebelled against Moses and Aaron. The people blamed Moses and said, “If only we had died in the Lord’s presence with our brothers! Why have you brought the congregation of the Lord’s people into this wilderness to die, along with all our livestock? Why did you make us leave Egypt and bring us here to this terrible place? This land has no grain, no figs, no grapes, no pomegranates, and no water to drink!””

The Israelites are complaining again to Moses. Instead of coming with a humble heart, the people of Israel come with fearful and angry hearts. They even say that it would be better to die than to be on this journey to the promised land. 

🗣️Ask: Do you think God didn’t know that the Israelites needed water? How should’ve the Israelites asked for water instead of complaining?

So, Moses and Aaron go to ask the Lord for help. This is what God said:

Numbers 20:8
““You and Aaron must take the staff and assemble the entire community. As the people watch, speak to the rock over there, and it will pour out its water. You will provide enough water from the rock to satisfy the whole community and their livestock.””

What did God tell Moses and Aaron to do to the rock?

Exactly, God told them to speak to it. Have you ever spoken to a rock and seen water come out of it? I’ve never seen that. But if God tells us to do something, even if it seems impossible, what do you think we should do?

We should obey! We should trust God and remember that as his children we are called to obey him.


Interactive Activity:
🌟 TEACHER NOTE:  We will play a game of “Simon Says”. The teacher will give a variety of instructions and the students will need to listen carefully. They can only do the instruction if the teacher says “Simon says…” If a student moves but the teacher does not say “Simon says…” that student will need to sit out for the rest of the game.
Do as many rounds as time allows you too.
❗️Challenge for the older kids: same instructions but they will need to do the opposite. For example: the teacher says “Simon says, move your hands to the left” the kids need to move their hands to the right.

We’ve learned that God loves obedience. There is a verse in the Bible says:

John 14:15 NLT
“If you love me, obey my commandments.”

If we want to show that we love God, we need to show obedience and do what He tells us to do.

Moses and Aaron did as the Lord asked them to do. They gathered all the people before a great rock. Moses was angry because of the Israelites attitude and ungrateful hearts. 

Numbers 20:11 NLT
“Then Moses raised his hand and struck the rock twice with the staff, and water gushed out. So the entire community and their livestock drank their fill.”

🗣️Ask: What did God tell Moses and Aaron to do to the rock? What did Moses do instead?

Moses decided to disobey God! He allowed his anger to get in the way of his obedience to the Lord.

🗣️Ask: how do you think God will react?

This is what God said:

Numbers 20:12 NLT
“But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust me enough to demonstrate my holiness to the people of Israel, you will not lead them into the land I am giving them!””

Moses' lack of trust and sin made him unable to enter the promised land. Later, the Lord tells Moses that he would be able to see the promised land but not go in because he disobeyed and struck the rock instead of speaking to it.

Big take away from the lesson!
Obedience to God is very important. When we disobey, we sin and we miss out on blessings that the Lord has for us. As believers, we need to work hard to listen to God’s Word and obey what he tells us to do. Remember the 10 commandments? Those are rules that God gives us to protect us and to bless us. When we break God's law, we are saying that we know better than Him. 

We need to ask for the Holy Spirit to help us listen and obey God.
[bookmark: _heading=h.pmm5mhsofl9z] Final activities:
· Prayer Time: Lord, thank you for showing us the importance of obedience. Help us Holy Spirit to listen to God’s word and obey it. Help us obey our parents because that pleases you. Help us trust you and remember that your way is always better than your way. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
· Craft: Moses strikes the rock.
· Memory Verse: “But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust me enough to demonstrate my holiness to the people of Israel, you will not lead them into the land I am giving them!”” Numbers 20:12
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